
State of the Colony Address

The 2018 Executive Board and Officers

This past semester started an exciting new chapter for Epsilon Zeta. Our new Executive
Board is the first group to go through our formal voting process with all the passion we
could have hoped for. Moving forward, we have some lofty goals for this spring and the
fall to come. Just recently, we’ve officially sent a rough draft of our Charter Petition to
our national consultant for feedback and review. The process of sending it back and
forth for corrections normally takes some time, but it brings us one step closer to once
again securing our charter and reinstating our letters back on LSU’s campus as the
Epsilon Zeta chapter once again. 
Our members currently hold a Colony-wide GPA of 3.032, the fourth highest of all
fraternities on campus. Even further, 6 of our men achieved a distinguished 4.0 or
above last semester, promoting scholarly excellence among all our brothers and pushing
them to be greater. As we near the completion of the charter, we’ve set a goal to reach
100 members by the end of the spring semester, a number well within our reach.



However, these new men will be brothers of true character as we always recruit men
with the highest standards. 
I look forward to meeting you and the rest of our alumni at the numerous events
throughout the semester, whether it be our Alumni Event, Philanthropy Event
benefiting the Children’s Miracle Network, ATΩ Night Out, or any other event we
might host or attend. Feel free to reach out to try and reconnect with our soon-to-be-
chapter to see what other things we’re working on throughout the semester.

Love and Respect, 
Joshua Vrettos’17 
Colony President

Men on a Mission

In the week before Christmas in order to
live out the spirit of the season, three of
our men – Bailey Tinsley’17, Brayden
Blanchard’17, and Chalon
Fogarty’17 (pictured from left to right)–
traveled to Haiti for a week-long mission
trip. Partnering with the Family Missions
Company, an international organization
dedicated to sending missionary families
to the far reaches of the globe, our
brothers traveled with several other local
students to the rural village of L’Asille, a
town of barely 2,000.

Founded at the meeting point of four rivers, L’Asille provided breathtaking views of the
mountains. But more incredible were the locals who lived joyfully and generously
regardless that they faced extreme poverty each day. With no electricity or clean,
running water, these men served at a local Catholic mission center developed by full-
time missionaries in Haiti. Throughout the week they worked on the grounds
surrounding the center, removing weeds and transplanting banana and almond trees to
create a sanctuary where the L’Asillians could escape the 97°F December weather,
something the Haitians called “cold.” One morning, our brothers even carried a
mattress one mile through the jungle to donate to a blind man who lived in a straw hut
and had never before owned a mattress in his life. It was a touching moment to see joy



fill the face of a man who had nothing else and to truly see the impact one person (in
this case, three men) can have on his fellow human.

In the evenings, the three ventured with
the full-time missionaries across rivers
and up the mountains on two hour trips
to spread the Gospel to people who had
never even heard the name Jesus. They
prayed with the locals, each brother
sharing his own personal testimony to
the grace of God, and making sure each
L’Asillian knew what it means to
Love and Respect and to be Loved and
Respected. Every night presented a new,
powerful experience.

On the final day of the trip, the entire group travelled to a beach with several local
children from L’Asille. These children, called “Little Missionaries,” had converted to
Christianity and worked with the full-time missionaries to spread the Gospel in their
hometown. For many of these children, it was their first time leaving L’Asille, and they
all saw the ocean for the first time. An incredible experience with amazing people, the
beach trip served as an amazing finish to a powerful mission trip that showed to our
men that service is more than just a fancy number to brag about, but a way to change
lives and give people hope in the dark. These three men already plan to return to
L’Asille in the very near future and plan to bring many more of our men to Haiti to
“teach that true men the world over should stand together and contend for supremacy of
good over evil.”

Love and Respect, 
Bailey Tinsley’17



A Message to Our Alumni...

In October, several alumni of the Epsilon Zeta chapter joined Colony members for a
tailgate catered by Breck’s Bistro, a local restaurant that has greatly supported our men,
before the LSU Tigers defeated the inferior Auburn Tigers in dramatic fashion by
putting up twenty unanswered points to finish off the annual gold game. For such a
great opportunity for our men to spend a “Saturday down south” with our older
brothers, we want to extend a huge Thank You to our alumni who made the day great.  
  
We would further like to thank our Epsilon Zeta alumni for your continued support of
our challenge to bring back our chapter in full force on LSU’s campus. Without your
help, we would not be where we are today, especially since many have worked behind
the scenes even before the first member was recruited. As new brothers to this long
brotherhood, we sincerely appreciate the oppurtunities to share our experiences with
our alumni and particularly enjoy the fond memories and fascinating stories recounted
by you fine gentlemen.

Love and Respect, 
Andre Broussard’17



THEREFORE, we would like to personally invite all our Epsilon Zeta brothers near,

far, and wide to please join us and reconnect at our 2nd annual Alumni Crawfish Boil to

be held on Saturday April 21st, 2018. Please come join our men for a few beers and as
many pounds of crawfish you could possibly take down. With the permission of LSU
Greek Life, this event will be held on the ATΩ lot where the old House once stood, and
may once again stand with your support. This celebration will be followed by all our
men moving to Tiger Stadium for the annual LSU Tigers Football Spring Game to
enjoy together in a suite provided by our fellow brother Otey White’80 and distant
brother Joe Alleva, Alpha Rho. This event will be your greatest chance to meet our men
and hear just how we are carrying on YOUR Legacy today!

Love and Respect, 
Chalon Fogarty’17 

Alumni Relations Chairman

WHEN: Saturday April 21st

WHERE: 3801 W Lakeshore Dr, Baton Rouge, LA
 (ATΩ Lot)

Traditions Continue...

Epsilon Zeta saw the return of its annual Semi-Formal Social held at the beautiful
venue of the LSU Botanic Gardens. The celebration was a much-needed escape from
school work for our brothers and their gorgeous dates. The event was catered by BRQ,
serving up a buffet of delicious dishes and a bar with a wide selection of drinks. From
start to finish, the brothers’ night was loaded with unforgettable experiences and
memories that that will bring laughter for years to come. The roar of conversation
among our men and their dates at dinner and the rush to the dance floor when “Callin’
Baton Rouge” began and stayed for “Wipe Me Down” will forever be imprinted in our
minds. The memories created at this event continue to build up the strong ties of
brotherhood in us. Look forward to the next newsletter to hear about our Formal Social!

Click to RSVP

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JXNTSPZ




Brothers and their dates from left to right/top to bottom include: Thomas Myers'17 and
Olivia Roth (Delta Gamma), Hunter Collins'17 and Gabby Landry (Alpha Delta Pi),

Brayden Blanchard'17 and Allyson Huval (Pi Beta Phi), Dylan Scully'17 and Kaitryana
Leinbach, David Smith'17 and Morgan Boone.

 
This semester Epsilon Zeta also aims to return to their roots with the annual celebration
of Viking Week! The resurgence of this event is highly anticipated by our men and will
be one of the high points of the semester, if not the entire year. The action-packed week



will feature three main events; a Viking-themed exchange with the women of Zeta Tau
Alpha, a Viking-themed bus trip, and a (you guessed it) Viking-themed cookout of
meats that our brothers themselves hunted this past season. Among these other
festivities, brothers will also look to create their own traditions with the creation of
Viking battle cries. This historic event will be one for the books, and we look forward
for many more to come!

Love and Respect, 
Ben Cross’17 

 
Would you like to help us with bringing back a long-time Epsilon Zeta tradition like
Viking Week? Please reach out to Social Chairman Kyle Lemoine’17 or Alumni

Relations Chairman Chalon Fogarty’17 
. We would love your support in the form of supplies or even stories/photos from past

Viking Weeks and other events!
(Contact Information Below)

Food for Thought

Chuck Kurtz'17 with his mother and sister enjoying the food and music.

This past Fall semester the men of Epsilon Zeta were challenged to raise money and
awareness for our philanthropy partner, The Children’s Miracle Network benefiting the



local Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Hospital. That challenge was answered in the
form of the Restaurant Showcase held on the LSU Parade Grounds in late November.
The event featured several restaurants from the Baton Rouge area including BRQ, Café
Mimi, Caliente, and Breck’s Bistro. Also featured was a live band composed of the
organizer of the showcase, Philanthropy Chairman Matthew Torres’17 on drums,
Logan Maggio’17 on guitar, and Taylor Goss’17 on lead guitar. The event was a
tremendous success with many praises from attendees on the quality of food from the
vendors and entertainment and also in the amount of benefits that were collected for the
Children’s Miracle Network. In total, over $3,000 in proceeds were collected for this
great cause. However, this event will pale in comparison to our Signature Event coming
up this semester in hopes to raise even more donations FTK (for the kids)!

The event's live entertainment included brothers Taylor Goss'17 (second from left),
Matthew Torres'17 (on the drums), and Logan Maggio'17 (far right) who also plays as

lead guitarist in the Baton Rouge-famous band Burnhouse.

The First of '18



Epsilon Zeta's newest members of 2018. From left to right: Will Groves'18, Alec
Champagne'18, Jackson Tilley'18

The Epsilon Zeta chapter recently
welcomed freshman Joseph “Will”

Groves’18 into the brotherhood as its
newest Founding Father. Groves, a
local to Lake Charles, Louisiana,
graduated summa cum laude from

Barbe High School and represented
the institution with excellence in cross

country, track, and the Student
Council. Groves has also assisted

various charity organizations such as
Samaritan’s Purse, in which he serves
as a Media Relations team member for
the Operation Christmas Child project.

Currently a Finance major with an
interest in Broadcast Journalism,

Groves has already demonstrated the
mastery of forming connections within

the fraternity and will do easily to
enact those same social skills in the
professional business environment.

Continually setting an example for the
fraternity “to give and not to count the
cost,” Groves dreams in his time with

Jackson Tilley’18, who wanted to
follow in his father’s—an ATΩ at

Rhodes College in Memphis,
Tennessee—footsteps, joined the

brotherhood in search of something
greater than himself. Having lived in

both Maryland and Florida on account
of his father’s military job, Tilley
eventually landed in Alexandria,

Louisiana, where he attended Pineville
High School. There Tilley served

leadership roles on the tennis team,
Student Council, National Honor

Society, and J-ROTC as 3rd in
Command of the Battalion. The

freshman majors in Political Science
with the expectation of attending Law
School; however, when Tilley is not
studying hard in the classroom, he

actively strives to create a more
positive environment for his brothers,

evidenced by superb participation.
Tilley wishes to play a major role in

the fraternity’s development by
establishing relationships with other



Alpha Tau Omega to organize an
international philanthropy program.

Alpha Tau Omega chapters across the
nation.

Fueled by an insatiable desire for progress, sophomore Alec Champagne’18 reaches
unexpected levels of involvement and growth in the fraternity. Brothers of the Epsilon Zeta

chapter discovered Champagne, a native of Thibodeaux, Louisiana, by way of Christ the
King Catholic Church, located on LSU’s campus adjacent to Greek Row. The fundamental
values and beliefs that Champagne exhibits when leading spiritual retreats for CTK are also
dispensed to his newfound brothers, constantly exemplifying our moral standard. Although
aiming for Law School, Champagne has already taken knowledge from his Finance Major

classes to significantly benefit the chapter with those specific talents. Early upon his
acceptance into the fraternity, the immediate collaboration displayed between Champagne

and the chapter’s Treasurer concerning chapter finances was essential for the survival of the
organization. Champagne envisions such an impactful presence at LSU, that the entire

Baton Rouge community can say that they were assisted by Alpha Tau Omega.

Alumni and parents, we value your referrals. If you
know of any men of True Merit attending Louisiana

State University now or in the near future, please
contact Recruitment Chairman Ian Fogarty’17 by

email (lsuatorecruiter@gmail.com) or text (225-475-
9499) to submit a recruitment recommendation as

early as possible. Thank you for your support!
Love and Respect,

Ian Fogarty’17 
Recruitment Chairman

Click the above buttons to visit our Facebook, Instagram, Website, and new LinkedIn!

ATΩ Epsilon Zeta Facebook

ATΩ Epsilon Zeta Instagram

ATΩ Epsilon Zeta Website

ATΩ Epsilon Zeta LinkedIn

https://www.facebook.com/LSUATO/
https://www.facebook.com/LSUATO/
https://www.instagram.com/lsu_ato/
https://www.instagram.com/lsu_ato/
https://lsuato.wixsite.com/epsilonzeta
https://lsuato.wixsite.com/epsilonzeta
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8649152
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8649152


Contact Information: 

Josh Vrettos'17 - President 
lsuatopresident@gmail.com 

Chalon Fogarty'17 - Alumni Relations Chairman 
lsuatoalumnichair@gmail.com 

Ian Fogarty'17 - Recruitment Chairman 
lsuatorecruiter@gmail.com 

Kyle Lemoine'17 - Social Chairman 
lsuatosocialchair@gmail.com 

Our mailing address is: 
101 LSU Student Union Building 

LSU Box #25445 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
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