
The Colony
   In statistics, the average is the middle ground for a group of points scattered
over a graph or chart. For people who analyze this data, outliers are viewed
with great discontent. They sway the average and standards in ways the
centralized group may not mirror. They go against former trends and are often
skimmed from the groupings for fear of deviating from the norm. The Epsilon
Zeta colony at LSU is that outlier. In our first month, we not only challenged
LSU standards but also Alpha Tau Omega standards nationwide by fundraising
9,500 dollars and committing nearly 1000 hours of service to others. We have
asked for nothing in return but to become better brothers with the men around
us. We have been specifically asked to help with events only to find ourselves
participating in the planning and execution simply for the fact that someone
needed to step up and get it done. We have faced challenges accustomed to
any new organization and handled them with near perfection with little to no
credit going to the leadership but to the enthusiasm of each individual member.
We will be called different and looked down upon by some, but you can only
look down on those doing noble deeds when the entire system is upside down.
We will change the average and make some upset in doing so, but others will
follow. All the while, we will accomplish what we set out to be from the
beginning: Men of the Creed. 

       

                                                                           - President John "Charlie" Kurtz



A Month of Service

   Within the past 28 days since colonization, the Epsilon Zeta Colony has strived to
portray to the Louisiana State University and Baton Rouge communities that it is here
to make a statement of greatness.  A large part of this statement has been in the
form of volunteer work, including both multiple Greek Life events and a landmark
campus event.  Within the past few weeks, the brothers of the newest Alpha Tau
Omega colony have dedicated hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars to sorority
philanthropies.  Of these events, the colony brothers significantly contributed to Zeta
Tau Alpha’s Capture the Cure, benefitting breast cancer awareness, and Pi Beta
Phi’s Bookin’ for Books 5K, benefitting the Read > Lead > Achieve Literacy Fund. 
The colony was the only fraternity to register two teams for the Capture the Cure
event, defeating the reigning champion, Delta Chi, to achieve third place in its first
showing.  As for the 5K, the women of Pi Beta Phi requested specifically the help of
the colony men for the set-up and take-down of the event site while also directing the
runners and manning water tables.  Thirty-four proud brothers arrived at seven
o’clock of a wet Sunday morning to support these sorority women while a select five
brothers chose to run the race as well.



Brother Mason Deshotel competes in
Zeta Tau Alpha's interfraternity
capture the flag tournament.

Brothers unroll the starting-line
banner in preparation for Pi Beta
Phi's annual 5K.

  Since 2004, the LSU Greek community has put on a yearly Greek Week service project
that partners with the Baton Rouge Habitat for Humanity to build two homes for area
residents in need.  In the Epsilon Zeta colony’s first Greek-wide event, twenty-one brothers
participated in a combined total of ninety-two hours of construction with fellow fraternity
men and sorority women.  However, outside of Greek Life events, the colony had an
outstanding appearance at LSU’s fourth annual Dance Marathon, a 26.2-hour marathon of
non-stop dancing and standing to benefit the Children’s Miracle Network Baton Rouge Our
Lady of the Lake Children’s Hospital, even receiving the opportunity to meet the “miracle
kids” who were able to be treated thanks to Dance Marathon’s support.  Dancers in the
event have an entire year to raise donations FTK, “For The Kids”; however, after
colonization, the twenty-three men participating had a period of barely two weeks to
fundraise.  In those two mere weeks, these men raised a sum total of $9,582, the highest
amount raised by any participating fraternity.  Due to the overwhelming success and
passion that the colony men showed FTK, the colony has voted unanimously to support
the Children’s Miracle Network in future philanthropy events and the Signature Event.

Brothers take part in LSU's annual
Greek Week by helping build houses
with Habitat for Humanity.

Brothers pose for a group shot after
standing for 26.2 hours during LSU's
Dance Marathon benefiting Our Lady
of the Lake Children's Hospital.

A Month of Excellence



Matthew Torres

Matthew Torres is a first-year Pre-
Medical Biology major with an
English minor from Jesuit High
School of New Orleans and aims to
return to New Orleans as an
ophthalmologist and work as a local
musician on the side. He serves on
the colony’s Signature Event
Committee and Social Committee.
Matthew was nominated for Brother
of the Week for taking leadership in
organizing two teams for Zeta Tau
Alpha’s Capture the Cure, the
colony’s first sorority philanthropy
competition, and in being nominated
to represent the colony as the
Interfraternity Council delegate.

Mark Frank

Mark Frank is a United States Navy
veteran who, after spending six
years aboard the USS Springfield
SSN 761 submarine, came to LSU to
pursue a degree in Petroleum
Engineering. Mark is the Vice
President of the American
Association of Drilling Engineers, the
President of the Student Veterans of
Louisiana State University, and just
recently the Advisor of Veteran and
Military Student Affairs for Student
Government. Mark was nominated
for Brother of the Week for
organizing a fundraising event
through a local restaurant, Breck’s
Bistro, that raised over $800 in a
single day for the colony’s Dance
Marathon team.



Jeremy Bruhl

Jeremy Bruhl is a third-year
Computer Science major with a
concentration in Software
Engineering and a minor in Internal
Auditing. For the past year, he has
directed the yearlong fundraising
effort partnered with Our Lady of the
Lake Children’s Hospital known as
Dance Marathon as the Partnership
Director by contacting local
corporations and businesses to
acquire monetary and incentive
donations. He was recently elected
as the Finance Director to track
fundraising efforts to oversee
donations in the coming year while
also acting as the colony’s Signature
Event Director. Jeremy was
nominated for Brother of the Week
for his passionate advocacy of
Dance Marathon by inspiring his
brothers to raise the most donations
out of every LSU fraternity.

Brayden Blanchard

Brayden Blanchard is a first-year
student in the LSU College of
Agriculture with the goal of earning a
PhD in Crop Science. He currently
works for the LSU AgCenter’s Sugar
Research Center and hopes to
continue research on sugarcane
genetics after he graduates. In
addition to his botanical research,
Brayden is the colony’s Social
Service Chair and a retreat minister
for St. Jude Catholic Church.
Brayden was nominated for Brother
of the Week for the drive he has
instilled in the colony members to
volunteer exactly 984 hours in the
first month since colonization.            
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