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1996 97 Report of Aonual Giving

IT IS WITH GRATEFUL APPRECIATION

that we list the names of alumni, friends and organizations which provided financial support to the Alpha Tau Omega Foundation, Inc., during the

1996-97�fiscal year ended August 31, 1997.

Through your generosity, the foundation anticipates it will be able to increase both the number and perhaps the size of some of the scholarships it will award to deserving brothers during the 1997-98 academic year.

Total voluntary giving to the foundation in 1996-97 was $625,009. This giving breaks out as $358,442 in restricted gifts to nine chapters, $11,248 to six chapter endowment funds, $13,425 to six other endowments, $7,300 to LeaderShape, $5,000 to the National Headquarters Fund, and $229,624 to the annual fund. While the number of gifts slipped during 1996-97, the average commitment was $343. The average annual fund gift was a record $137.

The Gamma chapters, which have either recently celebrated the centennial anniversary of their founding or soon will be doing so, led the giving by chapter in terms of dollars, number of gifts committed and the percentage alumni making a contribution.

Missouri’s Gamma Rho chapter dedicated a striking new house at the familiar 909 Richmond Street address in Columbia. The 20,000-square foot house which is home to 84 brothers solved its parking problems with a one-level garage for 33 cars below the living structure. Some hints of the old house - the fireplace and other stone work - were incorporated into the new house.

Robert Cunningham, AIA, a 1966 initiate of ATO’s Epsilon Zeta Chapter at Louisiana State University who has designed more than 40 fraternity and sorority houses, is to be commended for the creative ways in which he addressed a number of issues. The large garage served well as a banquet hall for the dedication of the new house on the weekend of September 20. The house has high

1997-98�Annual Fund

Robert J. Simonds, Illinois ‘43 a current member of the Board of Governors of the Alpha Tau Omega Foundation, has graciously agreed to chair the 1997-98 Annual Fund. Simonds, who brings the perspective as a former member of the headquarters staff, former Worthy Grand Chief, and several terms as a Foundation board member, placed one stipulation on the request to again head the annual fund-raising effort: he wants more volunteers.

“It can become lonely on the road to Jericho,” said Simonds. “I’ve received the full support of my fellow Governors, but we need a much larger number of

quality formal spaces, practical living spaces designed for men, and the potential for state-of-the-art education/study spaces once the necessary computer/telephone/cable connections are made with the university.

The new house was dedicated in honor of three Gamma Rho brothers-Dave Cooksey, Bob Courtney and Steve Owens-who were most instrumental in promoting the idea of new house and raising the money. From the ATO Foundation’s perspective, the relationship between Gamma Rho and the foundation staff serves as a model for projects of this nature. The bold steps of faith taken by Gamma Rho are ones which should be followed by other chapters across the nation.

The ATO Foundation exists to support the educational programs of the Fraternity, to assist brothers with scholarships at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and to provide grants for qualified purposes allowed by the Internal Revenue Service. Recent projects have ranged from six-figure educational components of new construction at the University of Missouri and Iowa State chapters, to major renovations at the Illinois chapter, and to smaller phone-mail programs intended to raise $10,000 to $15,000 in a short period of time such as was accomplished at Central Oklahoma and Rose-Hulman.

The foundation staff stands ready to assist chapters in the areas of fund-raising, strategic planning and alumni relations. Success in such endeavors depends on vision, commitment, a plan, and the persistence to see the program through to a successful completion.

Chapters wishing to discuss ways in which they can partner with the Alpha Tau Omega Foundation in building education spaces, providing the latest educational technology, or raising funds for scholarships or leadership training are requested to contact Kent Harris, Executive Director of the Foundation at (317) 684-1865, extension 136.

Chairman

committed volunteers if we are to achieve the kind of results we have in mind.”

Thus, when “Mr. ATO” or a member of his select committee asks you to become an Annual Fund volunteer, please say “yes” with the same enthusiasm that Simonds has exemplified for many decades.

Furthermore, if you are one of those brothers who is as rare as Simonds and would like to volunteer for this important task, please contact him through the ATO Foundation at 1-800-798-9286, extension 136.



BROTHER tO BROTHER

teaching second grade at Lauderdale Manor Elementary School in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

James J. Kelleher '78 now lives in Tampa, FL with his wife, Elizabeth. They welcomed daughter, Mary Frances in April '96. Roger W. Kellogg '82 married Michele Godsey and has two children, Alexander (3) and Chandler (1). He is currently the President of Kellogg Development Company, an Orlando-based office building and warehouse developer. He can be reached at rkmkak@aol.com.

Curtis G. Culver '56 received the Distinguished Builder Award from the M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Building Construction, University of Florida in '97. The recipients of this award are inducted into the M.E. Rinker, Sr. School of Building Construction Hall of Fame.

Murray D. Beard '78 will serve as 1st Vice Chairman of the 1999 Players' Championship Golf Tournament. He will coordinate the efforts of the 1400 volunteers who assist in running the tournament and he is scheduled to be the Tournament Chairman in the year 2000. He still resides in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL with his wife, Elsie, and his two children. He can be reached at 904-285-5106 or at murrayb@ibm.net.

Gordon W. Colson '64 was inducted into the Valdosta, GA Sports Hall of Fame in March '98 for his talent as a football player. He was an all-state player at Valdosta, a member of three state championship teams, and with one national championship team. Gordon also played football at the University of Florida and earned three varsity football letters as a four-year teammate with Steve Spurrier '66.

Carey R. Bradburn '74 was recently elected as Vice Chairman of the Advisory Council of the Division of Hotels and Restaurants in Florida.

George B. Cappy '69 was re-elected to the Executive Committee of the Worker's Compensation Section of the Florida Bar. His son, Ryan B. Cappy, FSU '97 is now completing his first year of law school at Florida State College of Law.

Eugene C. Lathrop '47 was elected President of the Reserve Officers Association-Space Coast Chapter. This was the third time this title was given to Eugene and he is living in Melbourne, FL.

John C. Barrot '83 has been promoted to Executive Vice President of Operations at Aurora Casket Company.

Harold W. Goforth, Jr. '65 finished 1st place in the 50-59 year age division in the 102nd Boston Marathon. This was his 23rd time running in the race and he says his secret is training with younger runners. He sends his best wishes to Tommy Tart '62 and his brothers at Alpha Omega.

Florida Atlantic

ETA MU

Alex Sanchez '90 is currently a systems engineer for IBM in the Software Development Department. He lives in Austin, TX and just recently had his first son.

Francis Marion

THETA XI

W. Paul Heger, Jr. '91 is now living in Florence, SC as an inside salesperson for Atlantic Tooling, Inc.

Georgia Southern

ETA ZETA

Christopher A. Cantrell '87 recently returned from deployment in Bosnia-Herzegovina and is stationed in Fort Hood, TX. He is a Captain in the Military Police Corps commanding the 545th Military Police Company, 1st Cavalry Division. He writes: "I thank God for my experiences with ATO past and whatever the future brings. The leadership that I learned was the basis for everything that I have done over the past ten years." He can be reached at cantrell6@aol.com or 254-519-2828.

DELTA TAU

Stephen J. Sell '85 is currently an architect with CTA Architects Engineers. He has a daughter, Courtney, who is two years old and is expecting another child in September.

John 0. Landreth '57 retired in May '97 after twenty-nine years with Molycorp, Inc. He now lives at Sun City Summerlin in Las Vegas, NV.

Justin Grant '94 is currently working for Voltelcon in Livingston, TX. His company contracts for the communications industry setting up cellular phone towers, burying fiber-optic cables, etc.

GAMMA ZETA

Jack M. Klues '74 is now chairman of Starcom Media Services, which has become the hottest media specialist company in industry. Jack was also named the Media Director of the Year by Adweek Magazine and he wishes to send his thanks to Tom Minner '78 and his father, Bob, for helping him get his foot in the door twenty-two years ago.

Mark W. Daniel '87 just became a partner at Rathje, Woodward, Dyer, and Burt in Wheaton, IL January '99. The firm is the oldest in DuPage County and Mark is practicing real estate development and litigation, municipal and local government law, and environmental law. He now lives in Old Town and enjoys seeing the success and friendship from Gamma Zeta carried over into the later years.

Paul F. Blanke '55 is retired and living in Savannah, GA. He is interested in the chapter and would like to see some of the brothers from his era if they are in the area. His E-mail address is PaulBlanke@aol.com.

Frank E. Blazey '42 is active with his Rotary Club, community affairs, and his grandchildren. He also has a yearly reunion with John "Diet" Knodell in Bellevue, WA where they exchange tales of the Gamma Zeta life in the early forties.

Bradley B. Palmer '59 was voted "Illinois Sportscaster of the Year" by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association for the eighth time. He also received a 1998 Award for Excellence by the College of Communications Alumni Association. He is currently in his 15th year as a sports reporter for WLS-TV in Chicago, IL. Prior to that he was the Sports Director for WBBM-AM also in Chicago, IL.

Frank W. Maxwell '81 writes: "Max ('84 CMFC) says hey from Alameda, CA. My wife, Lisa, and I have two kids, ages four and one, and I'm looking forward to the 14th annual monster ski trip with DB, Serio, DA, Joe B., Stretch, and Becker in Breckenridge."

Michael L. Mason '81 has joined the Atlanta, GA office of Kilpatrick Stockton LLP, where he is an associate of the firm's finance practice. His primary areas of practice are public and structural finance.

Illinois State

THETA THETA

George K. Flynn '90 graduated from The Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, MI in January '97. Since then, he has passed the llinois Bar Examination and gone into private practice with Michael Inman and Associates, Ltd.

Jim L. Barton '77 got married and changed his name to Jim L. Sumner. He can be reached at 626-286-8582.

Joseph J. Vallero '91 is living in Geneva, IL with his wife, Aimee, and daughter, Hannah. He is employed with Andersen Worldwide in St. Charles, IL.

Indiana

DELTA ALPHA

Stephen H. Petersen '66 is currently the Vice President for Student and Alumni Services at Central Missouri State University. He is also serving as the chapter advisor and on the Board of Trustees for the Iota Sigma chapter at Central Missouri State.

Fred N. Fouts '52 writes: "Great to read the Emanon again. I am encouraged to see the activity generated by Delta Alpha. I will look forward to future issues."

John D. Jones '58 completed twenty-seven years of Ophthalmology practice in Anderson, IN. He will practice another three to five years before he retires to Tennessee to play golf, tennis, water-ski, fish, hunt, etc. He still keeps in touch with several Taus from Delta Alpha.

Earl A. Snyder '33 was named an Honorary Fellow of Cambrige University's Research Center for International Law.

Indiana State

ZETA OMICRON

Larry W. Racster '69 was promoted to colonel in the United States Army on May 27,1997. He is serving as a chaplain and works on the Department of the Army Staff as Reserves Affairs Advisor to Chaplain Donald W. Shea, Chief of Chaplains.

Daniel E. Wilbur '72 is now the Executive Vice President for Salick Health Care in Los Angeles, CA. He now lives in Malibu overlooking the Pacific Ocean. He was married in August '97 while sailing around the British Virgin Islands.

Reed McCormick '63 has recently returned to Indiana after he

spent nearly thirty years in Arizona. He is now a high school principal in Tell City, IN.

Iowa State

GAMMA OPSILON

James W. Hawks '47 is currently retired in Sun City, AZ. He is spending time with his four children and seven grandchildren and is a member of many clubs and organizations in the community. Retired Lt. Col. Frederick G. Smith '37 was elected President of the West Suburban (Chicago) Chapter of the Retired Officers Association. This chapter is composed of 330 retired military officers that live in the area. Smith was commissioned as an Anti-Aircraft Artillery officer in September '43 and served during World War II. He was stationed with the 79th Infantry Division and with the 332nd Logistical Command during the 1961 Berlin crisis.

Allen C. Sheldon '38 just returned from his fifty-year reunion with the '47 MBA class of Harvard Graduate School of Business. He was very pleased with getting to see many of his friends. Steven J. Sage '80 received his MBA from Emory University in May '97 and is now a Field Marketing Manager for Georgia-Pacific Corporation.

Kansas State

DELTA THETA

Floyd J. Mayer '32 has been living in Wichita, KS since 1942 and started a new business when he thought about retirement in 1973. He loves working and goes to his job in the building industry every day.

Kent State

ZETA ZETA

Anthony N. Fonte '54 just purchased and remodeled a two-story office building about two miles north of Knott's Berry Farm. The building is called "North County Law Center" and currently holds five attorneys' offices. He is looking for a couple more!

William "Bill" Summers '61 is practicing law in Cleveland, OH and was the defense lawyer for Larry Mahoney in Carrollton, KY. He has been practicing criminal defense for thirty years.

Kentucky

MO IOTA

William M. Lyon '46 retired in '93 and is now looking up family research and his family tree. He enjoys not having any deadlines and spending time with his grandchildren.

Steve R. Palmer '85 just accepted a new position as the District Sales Manager with Simonton Windows. His territory covers KY and TN and he would love to hear from his brothers and go out to dinner. He can be reached at 1-800-746-6687. Steve still resides in Louisville with his wife, Linda.

Louisiana State

EPSILON ZETA

Joseph H. Benton, Jr. '67 is married to Cassie Olds-Benton and has five children. He is the Director of the McKinney Rotary Club, Director of the Trinity Blacklands Urban Forestry Council, and Commissioner for Planning and Zoning in McKinney, TX. He is also an active member of the First United Methodist Church.

Marshall

THETA OMICRON

John C. Litton '92 writes to tell of his promotion to Safety Coordinator of Sidney Coal Company, Inc. located in Sidney, Kentucky.

EPSILON GAMMA

Harry E. Hasslinger '30 received the Gold Patrick Henry Award by The Military Order of the World Wars at the 29th Annual Meeting of the Colors in November '97. This is the highest honor for outstanding patriotism that this organization can bestow.

Memphis

ZETA RHO

James L. Cates '66 writes: "Jim and Tink would love to hear from our old friends at Memphis State ('64-'69)."


